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thousand fighting men to resist the small parties of
British sailors who operated in leisurely security.
The people of the coastwise towns gave up their
sheep and bullocks to these rude trespassers, cut
the corn and dug the potatoes for them, handed
over all their powder and firearms, and agreed to
finish and deliver schooners that were on the stocks.

Cape Cod was next to suffer, for two men-of-war
levied contributions of thousands of dollars from
Wellfleet, Brewster, and Eastham, and robbed
and destroyed other towns. Farther south another
fleet entered Long Island Sound, bombarded Ston-
ington, and laid it in ruins. The pretext for all this
havoc was a raid made by a few American troops
who had crossed to Long Point on Lake Erie,
May 15, 1814, and had burned some Canadian
mills and a few dwellings. The expedition was
promptly disowned by the American Government
as unauthorized, but in retaliation the British navy
was ordered to lay waste all towns on the Atlantic
coast which were assailable, sparing only the lives
of the unarmed citizens.

Included in the British plan of campaign for
1814 was a coastal attack important enough to
divert American efforts from the Canadian frontier.
This was why an army under General Ross was